
 

1 

The Ellacombe Weekly 
8th March 2024 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

I am delighted that this week we have launched ‘Boom Reader’ to support you reading with your child at home 

and to streamline our communications about this. It is a new system for all of us so please stick with it if there 

are any teething problems. Supporting your child/ren to read at home everyday is the most important thing 

you can do to support their learning and we are continuing to develop the children’s self-identities of “We are 

Readers”. 

There are two important reminders I would like to share this week: 

• The school is continuing to work extremely hard to ensure our overall school attendance improves and 

that as long as children are not sick, they are in school—on time—everyday. Linked to this, as per 

Government guidance, the school will not authorise any holidays, during term time, for any reason. 

• The school receives additional funding—called Pupil Premium Funding—to support children who come 

from families where the household income is quite low. This money is then spent on things like extra 

staff to support with learning, additional resources like new Ipads and to subsidise trips so that everyone 

can attend. If your household income changes for any reason (even if just for a week), we ask that you 

complete the Free School Meals form as we may then be able to claim this extra money for the school. 

Regards,    Ms Alison Helm: Headteacher 

Dates for the Diary 

March 

 Weds 13th March: Class photo day: please send children in 

with full uniform on. 

 Friday 15th March: We Are Ellacombe Scientists— Parents 

invited in.   

EYFS -> Yr 3 9.00—9.45 and Yrs 4-> 6, 2.00—2.45 

W.c 18th March: Last week of After School Club Programme for 

Spring Term 

 Tues 26th March/Weds 27th March:  Parents’  evenings. 

Please ‘save the date’ so that all children can have an adult 

come in and see their learning. 

Thurs 28th March:  EYFS -> Year 2 Easter Bonnet Parade (9.00—

9.45am) Parents welcome to join us in the playground. 

Years 3—> 6, 1.45—2.30pm Easter Service at St Mags. Parents 

welcome to join us in the church for this service. 

 Thurs 28th March, 3pm: Finish for Easter 
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Attendance Awards 

We are working really hard to make sure all 

our pupils are in school, every day and on 

time. Obviously we all get sick, every now 

and then,  but if we are well, we need to be 

in school!  

Well done to 

Dolphins, Little 

Horses and Hunters 

classes for excellent 

attendance this 

week. 

ATTENDANCE 

Little Bears: 88.65% 

Little Lions: 88.6% 

Little Foxes: 90.73% 

Little Tigers: 94.8% 

Unicorns: 90.38% 

Dolphins: 98.67% 

Little Horses: 98.33% 

Eagles: 93.91% 

Swans: 84.65% 

Herdsmen: 90.45% 

Heroes: 95.83% 

Hunters: 97.14% 

Warriors: 96.43% 

The  winner is … 

DOLPHINS! 

ATTENDANCE 

Kinglsey House 

94.86% 

ATTENDANCE 

Singer House 

92.97% 

ATTENDANCE 

Christie House 

93.48% 

ATTENDANCE 

Darwin House 

91.47% 

The winners are … 

KINGSLEY 

CLASS 

ATTENDANCE 

HOUSE 

ATTENDANCE 

We are Scientists: Friday 15th March 

Please come and join us next Friday for the end of 

our We are Ellacombe Scientists week. We are    

planning on spending all afternoons of next week 

undertaking different science experiments and we 

would love to be able to share our learning with you. 

The timings for parents are: 

EYFS -> Year 3   9.00am—9.45am  

(Entrance through the Cloud gate for EYFS and 

through the main office for Years 1-3). 

Years 4 - 6  2.00—2.45pm 

(Entrance through the hall for Years 4 and the main 

gate for Years 5 and 6). 

Please note, children will still have their PE/

swimming lessons next week. 

After School Club and Breakfast Club 

We have some spaces in our daily breakfast club 

(from 8am) and our after school club (until 6pm). 

These provisions are in place to support parents who 

are working or to ensure all children are in school, on 

time, every morning. Please contact the school office 

if you would like your child to start attending. Please 

note, they do not have to attend every day although 

we do need parents to have booked places in         

advance to ensure we have enough staff available to 

supervise. 

 



 

3 

The Ellacombe Weekly 
8th March 2024 

Stars of the Week 

Little Stars:  Florence she is always smiling and happy to help her friends when asked.  

Little Bears:  Lola for fantastic talking and using new words during morning group! 

Little Lions: Charlie for trying in phonics.  

Little Foxes:  Bonnie– for being an absolute superstar within all subjects, but this week we 

have really noticed your improved confidence. Keep it up! 

Unicorns:   Lillian - for her amazing attitude towards her learning  

Little Tigers:  Kaiden– for always working incredibly hard in lessons and demonstrating the 

Ellacombe values around the school. 

Dolphins:  Zaayan for his independent work in maths ordering fractions.  

Little Horses:  Isabella– for her focus and determination in all her learning! 

Eagles:  Alivia for independently extending her work and always pushing herself to exceed 

expectations  

Swans:  Tiarna for excellent effort in class and behaviour around the school  

Heroes:  Luca W for his perseverance in his swimming lessons. 

Herdsmen:  Lorenz– for always working hard in lessons and persevering with his learning! 

Hunters:  Gabby for being a fantastic friend and for always giving things a go even when 

they are challenging. 

Warriors:  Ollie for working incredibly hard!  
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Year 4 Residential at Heatree 

Some of our Year 4 children were lucky enough to attend their residential last week, along with our  

partner school, All Saints March, up on Dartmoor. They had a great time exploring the outdoors and   

undertook lots of exciting activities along with becoming more independent by leaving away from home 

for a couple of days. We are aware that these trips are quite expensive and we are thinking about       

creative ways to ensure that all children are able to experience outdoors and adventurous activities   

during their time at Ellacombe. 
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